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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  

This report summarizes the major export certificates required to export U.S. food and agricultural 

products to Tunisia. They include a certificate of origin; health certificate; phytosanitary certificate; re-

export certificate; varietal certificate. Documents such as bills of lading, invoices, packing lists, and 

certificate of origin should always accompany the export consignment. Post recommends that U.S. 

exporters verify the full set of import requirements with their Tunisians customers before any goods are 

shipped. There is no change in requirements from the previous year. In 2022, the Tunisian Ministry of 

Agriculture confirmed it acceptance of US sanitary certify for U.S.-origin bovine, caprine, and ovine 

embryos, as well as U.S.-origin caprine and ovine semen. See GAIN Report. 

 

 

Disclaimer: 
 

This report was prepared by the Office of Agricultural Affairs of the USDA/Foreign Agricultural 

Service in Tunis, Tunisia for U.S. exporters of domestic food and agricultural products. While every 

possible care was taken in the preparation of this report, information provided may not be completely 

accurate either because policies have changed since its preparation, or because clear and consistent 

information about these policies was not available. It is highly recommended that U.S. exporters verify 

the full set of import requirements with their foreign customers, who are normally best equipped to 

research such matters with local authorities, before any goods are shipped.  

 

FINAL IMPORT APPROVAL OF ANY PRODUCT IS SUBJECT TO THE IMPORTING 

COUNTRY'S RULES AND REGULATIONS AS INTERPRETED BY BORDER OFFICIALS 

AT THE TIME OF PRODUCT ENTRY.  

  

Please contact this office, if you have any comments, corrections or suggestions about the material 

contained in this report at: agtunis@usda.gov 
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Section I: List of All Export Certificates Required by Tunisia (Matrix)  

 
 

Product(s) Title of Certificate  Attestation 

Required on the 

Certificate 

Purpose Requesting 

Government 

Entity  

All Products Certification of Origin Name of the 

country of origin 

 

Designates 

where product is 

manufactured, 

produced, 

processed or 

grown 

Ministry of 

Agriculture/Vete

rinary Services 

(DGSV) & Crop 

Protection 

Services 

(DGSVCIA) 
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Treated Hides 

and Skins of 

Ungulates 

Treated Hides and 

Skins of Ungulates to 

Tunisia 

See Model 

Certificate #1 in 

Appendix 

Health 

Certificate 

DGSV 

Milk and Milk 

Products 

Sanitary certificate for 

the export to Tunisia 

of thermally treated 

Milk and Milk 

Products 

See Model 

Certificate #2 in 

Appendix 

Health 

Certificate 

DGSV 

Breeding Cattle Health Certificate for 

export of breeding 

cattle from the U.S. to 

Tunisia 

See Model 

Certificate #3 in 

Appendix 

  

Health 

Certificate 

DGSV 

Sheep and Goats Health Certificate for 

export of sheep and 

goats from the U.S. to 

Tunisia 

See Model 

Certificate #4 in 

Appendix 

  

Health 

Certificate 

DGSV 

Bovine Semen Health Certificate for 

export of Bovine 

Semen from the U.S. 

to Tunisia 

See Model 

Certificate #5 in 

Appendix 

Health 

Certificate 

DGSV 

Day-old Chicks/ 

Hatching Eggs 

Veterinary Health 

Certificate for export of 

day-old poultry and 

hatching eggs from the 

U.S. to Tunisia 

See Model 

Certificate #6 in 

Appendix 

Health 

Certificate 

DGSV 

Equine Semen Health Certificate for 

export of Equine 

Semen from the U.S. 

to Tunisia 

See Model 

Certificate #7 in 

Appendix 

  

Health 

Certificate 

DGSV 

Egg Products FSIS Form 9060-5EP 

and FSIS Letterhead 

Certificate for Egg 

Products Exported to 

Tunisia from the 

United States of 

America 

See Model 

Certificate #8 in 

Appendix 

  

Health 

Certificate  

DGSV 

Poultry meat  FSIS Form 9060-5 and 

FSIS Letterhead 

Certificate for Poultry 

Meat and Poultry-

Meat-Based Products 

to be Exported to 

Tunisia from the 

United States of 

America 

See Model 

Certificate #9 in 

Appendix 

Health 

Certificate  

DGSV 
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Beef FSIS Form 9060-5 and 

FSIS Letterhead 

Certificate for Bovine 

Meat and Bovine-

Meat-Based Products 

to be Exported to 

Tunisia from the 

United States of 

America. 

See Model 

Certificate #10 in 

Appendix 

Health 

Certificate  

DGSV 

Plants and Part 

of Plants 

  

Phytosanitary 

Certificate 

See APHIS/PCIT Phytosanitary 

Certificate 

DGSVCIA 

Re-export Certificate - If the exporting 

country is not the 

country of origin, 

shipments shall be 

accompanied by a 

re-export 

certificate and the 

phytosanitary 

certificate issued 

by the country of 

origin 

Seeds Varietal Certificate  

 

To verify if seed 

variety is 

registered and 

allowed in Tunisia 

Technical DGSVCIA 

Bovine Embryos Health Certificate for 

export of bovine 

embryos from U.S. to 

Tunisia 

See Model 

Certificate #11 in 

Appendix 

  

Health 

Certificate 

DGSV 

Ovine and 

Caprine Embryos 

Health Certificate for 

export of ovine and 

caprine embryos from 

the U.S. to Tunisia 

See Model 

Certificate #12 in 

Appendix 

  

Health 

Certificate 

DGSV 

Ovine and 

Caprine Semen 

Health Certificate for 

export of ovine and 

caprine semen from 

the U.S. to Tunisia 

See Model 

Certificate #13 in 

Appendix 

  

Health 

Certificate 

DGSV 

 

Section II: Purpose of Specific Export Certificate(s) 
 

Please refer to the Matrix under Section I.  
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Section III: Specific Attestations Required on Export Certificate(s) 
 

Please refer to the Matrix under Section I.  

 

Section IV: Government Certificateôs Legal Entry Requirements 
 

Generally, U.S. exporters will need to provide Tunisian importers the following documents:  
  

¶ Commercial Invoice: Since October 2006, customs clearance requires domiciliation of 
the commercial invoice with an approved financial intermediary (i.e., commercial bank). 
Tunisiaôs Central Bank prohibits the flow of currency out of Tunisia as payment for 
imports before documents are presented to the issuing bank confirming that the 
merchandise has entered the country. 
 

¶ Packing List. 
 

¶ Bill of Lading. 
 
¶ Certificate of Origin. 

 
¶ Technical Note: describes the composition of product, lot number, production date and 

validity period, safety requirements, storage requirements, conformity certificate, and 
analyses. 

 
Ministry of Agriculture through Customs will accept only certificates issued by government officials. 
Certificates issued by federal agencies as well as by state government agencies are normally accepted. A 
certificate of free sale is not necessary to export to Tunisia.  
Issuance Date/Duration of the certificates: the Tunisian regulation explicitly requires that phytosanitary 
certificates (for fresh fruits and vegetable and live plant materials) be issued at most 14 days before 
loading. 
 
For pre-packaged food, items shall have at least 50 percent remaining of their shelf-life period to be 
admitted into the country. Originals of the certificates are needed but electronic and fax copies might be 
accepted to swiftly clear customs, yet the importer remains responsible for providing the original of the 
certificate. Each shipment must have a separate health certificate.  
 
For goods transiting through Europe and arriving in Tunisia, a health certificate issued by U.S. 
authorities is required.  
 

Section V: Other Certification/Accreditation Requirements 
 

A certificate indicating the amount of dioxin residue is required for all imports of bulk and processed 

food items. This is typically demonstrated via laboratory analysis provided by the exporter. 

 

A certificate of non-contamination from radioactivity issued by the country of origin is required for bulk 

imports. In its absence, tests by the National Center for Radioprotection shall be done.   
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Exporters are required to obtain a hard copy of the signed official radiation letter issued through the 

USDA Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS), which is to accompany all shipments exported to the 

country. See the USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service export library for Tunisia for more 

information.  

 

For meat and poultry, U.S. exporters should be prepared to provide the Tunisian importer proof of 

Islamic ritual slaughter as part of the commercial contract. Halal certification is not a requirement 

imposed by the Tunisian government.  

  

 

 

For further details or information, please contact: 

 

Ministry of Finance 

 

Directorate General for Customs Services  

5 rue ichbilia, Tunis, Tunisie 

Tel: +216 71 353 685 

Fax: +216 71 353 257 

            Web: http://www.douane.gov.tn/ 

 

Ministry of Agriculture, Environment and Hydraulic Resources 

 

Directorate General for Veterinary Services (DGSV) 

30, rue Alain Savary, 1002, Tunis, Tunisia 

Phone: +216 71 786 833 

E-mail: mag@ministeres.tn 

 

Directorate General for Plant Health and Agricultural Inputs Controls (DGSVCIA)  

Ministry of Agriculture, Environment and Hydraulic Resources 

30, rue Alain Savary, 1002, Tunis, Tunisia 

Phone: +216 71 786 833 

E-mail: mag@ministeres.tn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/import-export/import-export-library/tunisia
http://www.douane.gov.tn/
mailto:mag@ministeres.tn
mailto:mag@ministeres.tn
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Appendix I. Electronic Copy, Scanned Copy, or Outline of Each Export Certificate. 

 

Model Export Certificate #1 

Treated Hides and Skins of Ungulates 

 

The following certification statements, made on the basis of a notarized affidavit, 

should be provided on a VS Form 16-4 for the export of treated ungulate hides to 

Tunisia: 

 

This office has on file a notarized affidavit from [insert name of company here] verifying the accuracy 

of the statements below: 

The hides or skins have been obtained from animals free of signs of diseases transmissible through the 

certified product and have not been killed in order to eradicate an epizootic disease. 

 

The hides have been [ONE OF THE TREATMENTS LISTED BELOW MUST BE INCLUDED ON 

THE CERTIFICATE]: 

 

Å Dried. 

Å Dry salted or salted in brine for at least 14 days prior to shipping. 

Å salted for 7 days in sea salt with the addition of 2% sodium carbonate. 

Å dried for 42 days at a temperature of at least 20 degrees Celsius. 

Å salted on [DATE] before shipping. 

The lot has been handled in a manner designed to prevent contamination of the product. 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/products/downloads/ts_hs.pdf
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Model Export Certificate #2  

Milk and Milk Products  

 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Tunisia_Instructions_docx.docx
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Model Export Certificate #3  

Breeding Cattle 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/Tunisia_cattle_may_17_fillable.pdf
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Model Export Certificate #4  

Sheep and Goats 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/Tunisia_sheep_goats_may_17_fillable.pdf
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Model Export Certificate #5  

Bovine Semen 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/bose-to-tunisia-fillable.pdf
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Model Export Certificate #6 

Day-old Chicks/ Hatching Eggs  

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/Tunisia-doc-he-fillable.pdf
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